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America’s Cup News 


N ine Australian yachtsmen or 
syndicates have told the Royal 
Perth "YC that they will build 12-Me¬ 
ter yachts to help defend the Ameri¬ 
ca’s Cup in 1987. The club regards 
five of the nine as "certain starters” in 
the defense trials, to be sailed off Fre¬ 
mantle starting in mid-October, 1986. 
At least three of the new Australian 
Twelves will be sailing off Fremantle 
by the end of the next Australian sum¬ 
mer. However, at the same time, so 
will John Kolius, the skipper chosen 
by the New York YC in its bid to re¬ 
gain the trophy. 

The syndicates that Dr. Stan Reid, 
chairman of the RPYC America's 
Cup Committee, believes will go 
ahead with announced plans for the 
defense trials are: 

• Alan Bond, with a new Australia III 
designed by Ben Lexcen, to be in the 
water by the summer of 1985/86. 

• The Adelaide, South Australia, syn¬ 
dicate headed by Sir James Hardy, 
which has retained the Bond group to 
design, build and initially set up a 12- 
Meter “faster than Australia II, ” 

• Another Perth syndicate backed by 
prominent West Australian business¬ 
man Kevin Parry, with a 12-Meter de¬ 
signed by former 18-footer world 
champion lain Murray and local de¬ 
signer John Swarbrick. 

• Roily Tasker,' West Australia’s 
most famous ocean racing yachtsman 
and Olympic silver medalist, who will 
design and build a Twelve himself. 

• Syd Fischer, the Sydney ocean rac¬ 
ing yachtsman who campaigned un¬ 
successfully with the Alan Payne-de¬ 
signed Advance at Newport last year, 
who will have a new boat from an (as 
yet) unnamed designer. 

Other possible defenders are Perth 
businessman and yachtsman Peter 
Briggs; a yet-to-be-announced Mel¬ 
bourne syndicate; Sydney yachtsman 
Gordon Ingate, owner of the veteran 
12-Meter Gretel II; a fourth, unnamed 
Perth syndicate; and a syndicate in 
the Queensland Cruising YC, headed 
by its commodore, Brisbane lawyer 
Dayie Smith. All have paid up their 
formal entry fee of one dollar. 
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Dr. Reid gave the rundown on like¬ 
ly defenders following the announce¬ 
ment by the Royal Perth YC that it 
has arranged a sponsorship deal for 
1.75 million Australian dollars with 
five major Australian companies, to 
help finance the organization and run¬ 
ning of the defense trials and the Cup 
match. The companies are the nation¬ 
al airline TAA; Westpac Banking 
Corporation; the petroleum company 
BP Australia; BHP, Australia’s larg¬ 
est company, with interests in steel 
and oil; and General Motors Holden. 
The club hopes to raise an additional 
similar amount, with packages of 
S350,000 each from international cor¬ 
porations, as well as money from tele¬ 
vision rights for the Cup races. 

. Explaining the high cost of running 
the America's Cup in 1987, Noel Rob¬ 
ins, Executive Director of the RPYC’s 
America’s Cup committee, said that 
among the costs was $250,000 alone in 
legal fees to have the Deed of Gift 
changed to permit the series to be held 
in the Southern Hemisphere. No an¬ 
nouncement is expected to be made 
until September concerning the Chal¬ 
lenger of Record: It may well be that 
an independent organization instead of 
a challenger will conduct the challeng¬ 
ers' elimination series—possibly the 
International 12-Meter Association. 

Meanwhile, John Longley, Alan 
Bond’s project manager, says that 
"Ben Lexcen is having a hard time 
producing a design faster than Austra¬ 
lia II. ” Three new designs have been 
put through the test tank in Holland 
as part of the agreement to produce a 
faster boat for the Adelaide syndicate. 
However, Longley is still confident 
that the Adelaide boat will be in the 
water ofTFremantle by this Christmas 
for sailing against Australia II. The 
Bond syndicate will evaluate the per¬ 
formance of this new boat before mak¬ 
ing a final decision on the boat it will 
build as the potential defender of the 
America’s Cup in 1987. 

Peter Campbell 

T he final number of challenges re¬ 
ceived and accepted by the Roy¬ 



al Perth YC is 24. There are now ten 
from the U.S.A., four from Italy, three 
from France, two from Canada, and 
one each from Britain, Switzerland, 
Germany, New Zealand and Sweden. 
The Japanese challenge previously 
announced by the RPYC doesn’t ex¬ 
ist. The Australians believe it may 
have been a hoax, but a misunder¬ 
standing is more likely: A Japanese 
journalist that we know did send a 
Telex to Perth enquiring about possi¬ 
bilities for the future, but knowing 
this gentleman’s command of English 
we suspect it could easily have been 
misinterpreted. 

Instead, there is a new challenge 
from Sweden, which will be known as 
the Scandinavian Challenge. Pelle 
Petterson seems to be behind it, al¬ 
though the group hopes for full partic¬ 
ipation from other Scandinavian 
countries. 

The tenth U.S. challenge came as yet 
another surprise: Six weeks after the 
entry deadline had passed, the Ameri¬ 
ca’s Cup Committee of the USYRU 
that is coordinating all the American 
challenges hadn’t heard anything 
about it. The challenge comes from the 
Spider Lane YC of Marion, Mass, (the 
USYRU has never heard of the club, ei¬ 
ther) and calls itself “the Pursuit of Ex¬ 
cellence." It plans to build several 
yachts, to be designed by Dick Carter, 
which will be named Pursuit I, Pursuit 
II, etc., and when the fastest design has 
been chosen for use as a challenger, 
that one will be renamed Excellence. 
The challenge was issued by Boston 
banker Snelling R. Brainard and four 
others. 

As far as we know, Dick Carter 
hasn’t produced a Meter boat before, 
but he has long been one of the more 
inventive designers of offshore racing 
yachts. In the late 60’s boats such as 
Tina, Rabbit, and Noryema VGX were 
successful and innovative; Red Roost¬ 
er was a member of the last U.S. team 
to win the Admiral's Cup, in 1969 
(yes, it really was that long ago). Since 
1973, when Ydra won the One Ton 
Cup, he has concentrated more on 
cruising yacht design. — Guy Gurney 
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